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Growers Alliance Meeting

ABBEVILLE — On Thursday, the Freshwater Coast Community Food Alliance (FCCFA) held a
meeting featuring guest speaker Mike McGirr, Co-Founder and Executive Director of Feed & Seed in
Clemson, South Carolina.

The purpose of this meeting was to brainstorm ideas about how to enhance growers’ businesses
and increase agriculture in the Freshwater Coast.

Mike McGirr spoke about the progress that he has made with Feed & Seed and with the food
hub in Clemson. “We want our farmers to be profitable so that our farms remain in place,” McGirr noted
regarding the future of agribusiness in the area. A high potential of productivity exists in the area, and
the multiple acres of open pasture encourage advancement.

Organizations such as Ten at the Top and the Regulatory Services division at Clemson support
agricultural growth and may be used for the benefit of the quality of life in Abbeville and McCormick
counties and the Starr-lva area of Anderson.

The meeting discussed options that would enhance the area, such as group GAP certification,
the need for auditors, a food hub, a new farmer’s market system, a food truck, and a community event
dedicated to locally made food and products.

The meeting concluded with forming new committees dedicated to making progress happen
and following up on new ideas. The meeting determined that Growers Night will be on August 27" at
6:00 p.m.

Exciting things are happening in the community of business owners and farmers, and the FCCF
looks forward to sharing these progressive steps with the entire Freshwater Coast community.
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CUTLINE: Mike McGirr leads discussion on agricultural enhancement of the Upstate with Lee
Logan, Matt Wiggins, Stephanie Turner, Penny Parisi, Frank Love, Tim Hall, and others during the
Growers Alliance Meeting.
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